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If you are using Solid State Detectors,
Proportional Counters, Photodiodes,
PM Tubes, CEMs or MCPs and want















Horizontal = 2 ns/div. Vertical = 500 mV/div.
External FET
FET can be cooled
Noise: <100e RMS (Room Temp.)
<20 e RMS (Cooled FET)
Gain-Bandwidth fT>1.5 GHz




A MicroChannel Plate (MCP) Array
Connected to Multiple A111s
Your complete source for high perfor-
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and see the light in all of its forms -
conversant, diverging and parallel.
liar
University College London, UK
Degree of
flexibility
We were interested to read about the
establishment of a physics with finance
course at Purdue University in the US (May
p7). Here at the University of Kent at
Canterbury in the UK, we have offered a
course with similar objectives at BSc level
for the last three years, but the recruitment
numbers have been quite small. However,
our physics and management science
course, which has been running since 1980,
has maintained a steady stream of
graduates over the intervening period.
It seems that the traditional mainstream
physics course continues to provide a good
academic grounding and is ideally suited
for research and problem-solving skills.
However, increasing numbers of students
are seeking additional components in their
degree that will give them advantages in the
competitive graduate jobs market. Some of
our students have taken language courses
with a year in Europe and have obtained
excellent qualifications with a combination
of skills that are much in demand.
The introduction of group projects,
communications skills training and other
interactive innovations following the
introduction of four-year MPhys/MSci
degrees has broadened the scope of physics
degrees in the UK. Cross-disciplinary and
combined science courses are available, but
there appears to be a reluctance on the part
of the candidates to take advantage of
these possibilities. Although the UK may be
ahead of Europe in its radical rethinking
about what attributes a physics graduate
should possess, there are other areas in
which the UK sadly lags behind.
The EU's Socrates/Erasmus scheme
provides superb opportunities for student
mobility in Europe and has grown rapidly
in the humanities and social sciences. In
physics there is a large demand from
European students for exchange
placements at universities in the UK, but
the number of UK students wishing to
study abroad for part of their degree is
woefully small. Of course, it is all attributed
to the lack of language ability, which is
endemic and unchanging. How can we
engender a more positive response to the
multidisciplinary schemes that already exist
in our higher education system? The
flexibility is already there; the problem is
that it is underused.
Simon Green and John Dore
School of Physical Sciences, University of Kent at
Canterbury, UK
Sensitive man
The article by Andrew Brown, "Patrick
Blackett: sailor, scientist, socialist" (April
pp35-38), was of great interest, but I feel
that it is worth making a few additional
remarks. The "exquisitely sensitive
magnetometer" built by Blackett was
designed to test a hypothesis that rotating
bodies have an associated magnetic field. In
the event, the experiment gave a negative
result, but the magnetometer turned out to
be ideally suited to measure the weak
remanent magnetism of sedimentary rocks.
With it, Blackett and his associates obtained
results that helped to confirm the theory of
continental drift.
I can also attest to Blackett's interest in
the developing world. He helped to set up a
palaeomagnetic laboratory in Nairobi,
which was originally run by Alan Mussett
and P Raja. I replaced Mussett in 1967,
and I can remember reporting on progress
to Blackett at the Royal Society in 1969.
Unusually, we were supported partially by a
research council grant that was awarded to
Blackett but spent by us in Nairobi. It
helped to buy a Land Rover, which, when I
last heard, was still running around Nairobi.
Andrew Brock
National University of Ireland, Galway
Quarts and all
I work in an industry that numbers the
barrel and metric horsepower among its
many interesting units, so I hesitate to
comment on Kenneth Barritt's letter about
SI units (April p22). However, he is wrong
to say that the SI unit of mass is not a name
in its own right. As the 1971 Royal Society
report "Quantities, Units and Symbols"
states: "the kilogram is the unit of mass; it is
equal to the mass of the international
prototype of the kilogram".
Nevertheless, SI units struggle to thrive in
the oil industry against quantities such as
the US gallon (3.785 1), the barrel
(0.15898 m3), and seconds/US quart,
which are used to measure viscosity. These
practical units show little sign of yielding to
the SI. As for a definition of metric
horsepower, I have searched for one but
without success. Perhaps it disappeared
along with the metric foot (0.3 m), which
was once proposed to help architects to
become metricated.
Schlumberger Cambridge Research, Cambridge, UK
Correction
Maurice Rice, winner of the 1998 Hewlett-
Packard Europhysics prize, attended
University College Dublin, not Trinity
College Dublin, as stated last month (p45).
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